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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Applicant's Arguments / Amendments 

This Office Action is responsive to the amendment filed on 5/4/07. Claims 1,4, 
14, 15, and 20-25 are pending. Claims 1, 3, 14, and 15 have been amended. Claims 
20-25 have been added. Claims 4-13 and 16-19 have been withdrawn and hereby 
cancelled. 

In view of Applicant's claim amendments, the former 35 USC 102 rejection has 
been overcome. However, upon further consideration, the instant claims are rejected 
under new grounds of rejections and thus, claims 1,4,14,15, and 20-25 are finally 
rejected for the reasons of record. 

Applicant's arguments/remarks filed on 5/4/07 directed towards the former 35 
USC 102 rejection is now considered moot because the rejection has been overcome. 
Applicant's arguments/remarks directed towards the new claim limitations will be 
discussed in the rejection herein. 

Election/Restrictions 

As indicated supra, with regard to the response by Applicant filed on 5/4/07, 
Applicant has cancelled claims 4-13 and 16-19. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 , 3, 14, 1 5, and 20-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being «- 

unpatentable over Crisp, III herein referred to as "Crisp" (US Patent No. 6,799,085) as . 

f I* *-\ - 

and further in view of Dosch (US Patent No. 3,148,687). 

Crisp discloses an appliance supply distribution and dispensing system whereby 
a computerized system monitors the supply level(s) and, when necessary, automatically 
orders and delivers additional supplies (Abstract; col. 1, lines 52-67; col. 2, lines 1-13). 
Furthermore, Crisp teaches an order processing system(s) 14 (controlling part), an 
appliance computer/supply dispensing computer (memory part), and a user interface 
panel or terminal 34 (input part) which is preferably a conventional touch screen 
adapted to display a plurality of interfaces. Computers (memory pari of Crisp) are well- 
known in the art to hold data and numerical values, such as look-up tables, as part of 
their memory. Alternatively, other user interfaces such as selections, buttons, lights, 
indicators, or other suitable mechanical or electronic devices (knob) may be used in 
conjunction with the present invention. The user panel (display part) is adapted to 
display a plurality of interfaces to the user as illustrated in Figures 4A through 4J. The 
user can use the interface or interface panel 34 or other devices (knob) to cause the 
appliance to use a supply or product; one of ordinarily skill in the art at the time of the 
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invention would at once envisage the apparatus of Crisp performing functionally 
responsive to supply mechanisms via a knob, specifically for the purpose of integration 
of water softening supplies. Crisp acknowledges the requirement for supplying 
additives to said dishwashing machines and controlling the hardness level of the water 
in such a machine is known in the art; hard water is known to clog pipes and to 
complicate soap and detergent dissolving in water, therefore utilizing the controlled . 
dispensing system of Crisp aids in overcoming common issues formed by hard water. 
Regarding the recitation of a knob that increases hardness value of the washing water 
when the knob is turned to the right, this recitation is a statement of intended use which 
does not patentably distinguish over Crisp since Crisp meets all the structural elements 
of the claim(s) and is capable of having a knob turned to increase/decrease hardness 
value when turned right/left if so desired. See MPEP 21 14. Water softening by the 
addition of a water softening agent, for example salt water, is a known water softening 
technique and is capable of being performed by the apparatus of Crisp because the 
machine of Crisp provides controlled distribution for said dishwashing machine. 

Although Crisp teaches water softening as a known controlling means in 
dishwashers, Crisp fails to teach an ion exchange resin for dropping hardness in water 
softening. However, Dosch teaches a domestic home article washing machine 
including a water softening arrangement which uses ion exchange resins. In fact, 
Dosch teaches that ion exchange resins are used almost exclusively for domestic water 
softeners and regeneration water supply (col. 1 , lines 24-25 and 38-40). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use ion 
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exchange resins in the domestic dishwashing apparatus of Crisp, as taught by Dosch to 
be a known material used for performing water softening in domestic washing 
machines. The use of conventional materials to perform their known functions in a 
conventional process is obvious. In re Raner 134 USPQ 343 (CCPA 1962). 

Using computer control to perform well-known cleaning/washing functions is 
known in the art, as supported by Crisp. The combination of Crisp and Dosch teaches 
the use of computer control in domestic washing machines to control said known 
cleaning/washing functions, such as water softening and more specifically, the use of 
ion exchange resins in water softening. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the maiiing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rita R. Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8701. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on (571) 272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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